











2014 HIGHLIGHTS

With international forces

o cially ending combat
operations in December
2014, we continued to focus
our advocacy and technical
assistance on the Afghan
government to increase its
capacity to prevent civilian harm
and also to recognize, track,
investigate, and appropriately
address harm that does occur.

YRIXTH WEXTW

We continue to push for the creation of
standing policies on protection and harm
mitigation including the appointment of a
senior advisor at the Pentagon to serve as
a focal point for these e orts. After years
of advocacy, CIVIC successfully persuaded
Congress to request that the Secretary of

Defense create a standing amends program.
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We spoke with civilians, civil society,
international aid groups, and members

of the political and armed opposition to
assess protection gaps. When the anti-ISIS
coalition was announced in 2014 we provided
recommendations to the US State Department
and the Pentagon on policies to investigate,
track, and assist civilians harmed during
operations, and on security force assistance
to local forces in Iraq and Syria.

NATO

After several years of CIVIC advocacy, NATO
took a groundbreaking step by creating the
O ce of Human Rights and Armed Conflict.
This o ce is expected to help build a high-
level, sustained focus within NATO HQ on
civilian protection and harm mitigation, as
well as other important human rights issues in
modern conflict.
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In March 2014, CIVIC conducted a scoping mission in Bangui. During this mission we met
with representatives from civil society, governments, and international organizations, and
the African Union mission (MISCA) to assess current civilian protection and harm mitigation
mechanisms, and to advise in the drafting of the United Nations peacekeeping mandate.

We conducted post-mission briefings and advocated at the State Department and UN
Secretariat on how civilians could be better protected by the UN and AU peacekeeping forces.
CIVIC’s recommendations were highlighted by the US in remarks to the UN Security Council.
In September, Humanitarian Exchange magazine featured an article that we co-authored with
a colleague from the Stimson Center. The article suggests ways that UN peacekeeping forces
can better prioritize and implement the protection of civilians in CAR.

In 2015, we plan to continue our work in CAR by amplifying local perspectives on civilian harm
and conducting advocacy in support of stronger Protection of Civilians (POC) coordination
and mechanisms within the UN mission (MINUSCA) and more robust policies and tools that all
parties to the conflict can develop to proactively protect civilians.

Higsgvexig Vityfmg sj xbi Gsrks ,HVG-

CIVIC persuaded the UN to include language on mitigating the e ect of military operations

on the civilian population in the Force Intervention Brigades’ (FIB) mandate — marking the first
time the UN had o ered such guidance. This has prepared us to work in the DRC during 2015,
including an in-country assessment and scoping mission on the United Nations Organization
Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO)’s current policies.
As the only UN mission with an o ensive mandate, we are committed to sharing our best
practices with the mission on tools, training, and policies.

EXPLOSIVE WEAPONS IN POPULATED AREAS

The use of explosive weapons in populated
areas has been a key cause of death,
injury, and destruction of infrastructure in
Afghanistan, Gaza, Iraq, Pakistan, Syria,
and Ukraine. CIVIC made presentations at
an experts’ meeting jointly hosted by the

O ce for the Coordination of Humanitarian
A airs and the Norwegian government, and
at a UN meeting on the best practices and
precautions that militaries have taken in
using explosive weapons.
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CIVIC extends special thanks to the many civilians who spoke

with us, even in the midst of personal tragedies. We also thank our
consultants, who provided valuable services and contributions to our
work around the world.

Center for Civilians in Conflict was founded as Campaign for Innocent Victims
in Conflict (CIVIC) in 2003 by Marla Ruzicka, a young humanitarian who
recognized the need for an organization focused on the plight of civilians in
war. Following Marla’s death from a suicide bomb in Baghdad in April 2005,
her colleagues, friends, and family knew that she had created a unique
space in the advocacy community that should not be left vacant. CIVIC
continues to grow, building on Marla’s foundation.









